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two to one, A council of war was called, Imfc the old
general's antipathy for cowardice had grown to "bo almost
a monomania. Ho "hated a coward as ill as a toad,"
and ovory officer there know that the barest suggestion
that savoured of prudence would cost him his Hhip.
Of course ho attacked, and against such an enemy the
issue was a foregone conclusion. After a throe days'
fight his fleet was cut to pieces. The wonder is that
it was not annihilated. It was only by a brilliant display
of all his old mastery of naval tactics that he got its
shattered remains into the Thames.l

On the evening of the third day Kuport joined him,
and on the morrow he staggered out once more in the
prince's company. Astonished as the Dutch had been
at the reckless daring of Monk with his fleet of wrecks,
they thought it impossible for him again to put to sea,
and had gone back to Holland to refit, About eight
o'clock they were sighted to windward, and at once fell
into line and lay to to wait for the English* Monk was
for attacking immediately. Up till now he had modestly
given way to Rupert's greater nautical experience, but
now the prince wanted to slacken sail to let the Blue
division close up as it. was far astern* Monk flew into
a passion, but as even he could not call the daring
prince a coward, he had reluctantly to admit that he

1 The statement that this action was fought without order rests
on a remark which Papys said was made to him by Ptmn. Ptmn
had quarrelled with Monk, who was the terror of his party, and lie
was not present at the action, Jordan wrote him an account of it,
but his letter gives the impression of a line carefully following the
movements of the admiral (Penn's Life, ii. p, 389 ; Owmblc^, 423),
and this is confirmed by the official account which gives in detail
the whole of Monk's elaborate manoeuvres, & P, Don, clviii, f. 40, last chance was
